Friends,

‘ | I had a very camfﬁrtabl@ feeling thas :
people had long forgotten my association with the
Film World, until your Director invited me +o i
perform this very pleasant duty. I do not know
if he has ‘done correct casting in selec:t:.ng me
as a performer on this occasion. It is nearly a

arter of a century 81nce I withdrew most willingw-
1y from the f£ilm world. T withdrew myself at & . |

~ time when I was faring pretty well in the Marathi

Bazar. On an average,l was making a little more

than a college teacher of those days and a llttle

less than my favourite paan wallah round the
corner. I used to write, what I then thought
were screenplays.-; I used to act and I used to.

direct music and I even ended up in D1 fecting o

arathi £ilm, I did everythlng that & Performer

as called upon to do in those days. I have
ven a painful recollection of hav1ng'been asked,lﬁ

s a humourist, to keep the heroine' s rea1<m©th¢r

n good ‘humour for a couple of hours as the daygs

'ctmg had to be extended beyond the stipulated

e, Looking back at my fllmmcareer, I feel v

ﬁdér not so. much for being in it but for'havm»

eft ite ‘I can in all humility count myself as:

OF thase very few prudent persons who have

Qiged the flelds of their activity more by thelr

absence than presence. Belleve me, L .am fot o b e

"gtrymg to pose as an himble man; far from it. ,As

 an ex-film-man and a present film-viewer rather

’an 1rregulaf one though~ T mz.ght soon sound llke _‘
~an old schoolmaster conducting a lesson-perhaps
the last one you will be facing in these precincts.

Neither have I come here to show you my prowess »

2 a humorist; certainly not inithe presence of

one of the greatest onesis not only in our country

ut in the modern world, who is sitting here by

:f_silde and has made me feel most uncomfortable

m the moment I sat on this chair. I mean the

sident of €fhis Societv; Shri R,K, Laman, whose

cartoons show a greater movement than many

so~called motion pictures and bring the
‘—nearer truth and beauty. |
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. 'If‘ruth e bt:a;m,,y, Yes, fThat is yhat the
{lm producers in whose contact I came {n those -
ays wanted M8 tO remaln away from, They wanted
¢ to separate myself from whatever I was and =
.upply;them-wi§h whatﬁ?@y thought had !the public
which I have never been able to underatand., I
goon reallfed Ehat they were playing a double.
role. What they really wanted of me as awriter

or a performer was something which ultimately
would result in £filling their cash boxes to the’
prim. None could ever determine the height of . o
hese boxes. On the other hand, in their public
F@é¢nes-or;interviews_they3were shedding croco-
dile tears for their inability to give real artis-
ic pieces because, to use that nasty word again,
he public demand was different. 1In truth,the
ilm to them was just -another commodity, like any
ther in the market, Speaking Of a Distributor .«
urned Producer-cum~-Studio-owner, a very senior
ctor of those days said,. 'If Mr. X comes to.know
hat there is more money in selling wood for .= .
uneral pyres than producing pictures he would -t
ather StOCk hlS Studlos w1th lOgS of wood fOI’ G
remation than produce films and kick us all Suk
f heres. . e i s m

,; g Harsh‘WOrdﬁ;ﬁmy}friends, bt ﬂdt;quite,~
ntrue. I even heard a producer say that he hag
acked s© much money on a certain actress who he =
HIDE was going €0 be o sure win, The jardom,
the race COIII‘S@S and the gambllngdenshad
rted creeping in a land where dreamers of a
erent kind gather. I know that it is always
e man who pays the piper calls the tune. Looking
sionally at the TV screen on Sunday evenings.. ..+
et a painful feeling that the rule is operating
much more disastrous manner today. It
2tes in the film world because it Ooperates in
Iy walk of our private and public life. There
no denying the fact the manufacturers of goods
91ng from the nuclear weapons to various kinds
cothpaste and what not are using all possible
Gik.s.;_i?n'_COnVert-ing nations and individuals into
» Your status in society is determined by
apacity to buy. L e
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1t eems tO me that we have all come to accept the
;ct that as in love and war everything is fair 4n
ﬁﬁ,ﬁdﬁ,alsg' And just as thcmiﬁﬁﬁwaturﬁrg of L
the weapons Of largescale destruction do not bother

apout the value of human life or our fundamental
right to :_@x_igt{ the Speculators who have entered --
the world of film ari:_%w;th bags of money to
'éifti"ﬁ?é‘sﬂt are l@:ast,wcrr‘%@@ &bﬁut the serious ioss
of human values. As 1in any other trade, what- .
ever brings in larger and larger profits is good
enough for the film trade also, - They are least
disturbed by the impact this medium has on un-
tutored and innocent minds. What do I £ind, these
days when I enter some friend's house? His four
year old son pointing a toy gun at me and shouting
‘Hands up' and my friend's wife or éaughteg
wanting me to tell her which £ilm hero he is
imitating. I £a2il in this viva voce.

"Sell" seems to be the only watchword in
our £ilm industry. So long as blind faith and
superstitions sell in this country, sell them.
Create new Gods or to be sure create new Godde- ;
sses, invest them with all kinds of powers, invent

new miracles and you have a large and an easily

qullible population living right from the lavishly

furnished flats down to the worst possible slums =
to buy the stuff even at the black market rate
outside the cinema halls. I was shocked to read
an interview in a film magazine given by a Profe-
ssor who has also been writing screenplays and
- dialogues that he hagd written some dirty dizlo- |
gues with double meanings just to show a success—
ful film comedian~-writer-producer that he too can
match him in vulgarity. So,sell wvulgarity, make
beautiful sex as ugly as possible and sell it
sell violence; sell dopes of escapes to our =
masses to make them forget their daily f;még@&*&gs
of life and let them not know that most of their
miseries are man made. In short, sell everything
that brings in enormous amounts of money. Elevate
the anti-social to the position of a-hero inithe ..
-fiﬁﬁ'twr@el-:- when every one has seen enough of -«
93 erd indiscriminate fighting and shecoting,
ind make him die in the end- of the lany Gf his'
lm’?. lost mother or sometimes for a change let the
her die n the lap of this hero, let the




aying one jerk the last tear from the
audience with a pS@Uﬁﬁwﬁhilﬂﬁ%@ﬁiﬁ%l
iiﬁa_gndjb@ sUure that thg Spectators
i”.’.@ witness th{; fightﬁﬁﬁﬁ blﬂ}@f‘i sh
" there be a fair amount of running
other done by the hero and the hey
dn the Kashmir Valley, with Lata M
'ﬁ“ggfi singing for them to bﬁcklﬁh
'-yé% to meet a man or a woman L
 can sing while running 80 fast 0
~ matter of that while rolling on
~_do not know why they don't sit
- finish the job. This musical h
§_17§1m¢3tfbeccme”a:ritu%%- Why ev
_ere ritualistic. A filmy bha

eves of the
Or poetical -
come again
@dding, Let

after each

angeshkar and
S0 Up, I have
real life yho

%t'a*plaﬁe,&mﬁ_
ide and seek has
~ cabaret dance too is a ritual
last real is a ritual, And we a :
jvery.fond of ritualﬁ_thaﬁ unles§‘y0u have all
these rituals bundled together in a £
- that is not a real !‘sancema!
~ Thanks €0 the untiring effor
cers and all the others who ,
~ screenplay writers, song writers and publicity
experts, share the booty wich ¢
nothing more. I am T
my moral indignation or el
?arj&@m,iﬁ;}’The_immgrali
&gﬁaéxpasea physical conto
as in the }éailﬁ speculat i

.for'ourp@0p1e~
ts of our f£ilm produ-

Ything of that Kind,
ty lies not so m

root of producing a s0 o
These, as you all know,
of our f eatu Ye riims.

Ve motive that ig at the
alled feature fidm, . ¢
 ar@‘the sailent features

o I certainly do no
away, my younyg friends,
You are ready to undert: e that
after all the training you hag here
ing SQ?@;Offthe'masterpieces made by great £film
hakers like Chaplin, Fellini, Desica,
tyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Se
negal, Girish Karnad,‘s.v.xar&nth, what?gmﬁs'
Ge;gthe'a@ne'of_Cin@ma Or a feature £film must
*3 S concern to you also, T¢ is refre~
en in some of

A few Directors like

t want to

from the journey whieh
Ke soong ¢ am suyr

n, Shyam

i
&
i

h%rain&»ywaf@zﬁ"iy

L even for the .

en the dialogues
jan is a ritual and
- The chase in the
95 a ' people are so

@aﬁure”film :

2s actors, actresses,

hem mcst_offwhﬁtj };
is just'this'énaﬁﬁa

Not saying all this to show

uch}iﬁ*r 
urs of a Caberet dancer

frighten you

and after see

and our own

our commercial |
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friend Shri Hrishikes Mukherji who have refrain
4 from stooping so leg and have yet met with .
cod success. It is NOt necessary to be cheap

tc be popular. The old Prabhat and New Theat res
films were quite POPULSX; yet no ppe coula -
;%émﬁ%,ﬁhem,of being c@eap and vulgur, L@t me_
féiadtell”ygu at thls.Juncture that l.&m not .
one of those who are in 9 Perpetual state of
mourning for the great £ilm makers of the past,
who are no more. Offer your slncerest pranams

to them and forget about thenm, The world does

not belong to them anymore. We Indians are

always busy building up the past £

the present. There are a fe

he pre _ ‘ a few craatians-no_dgubf _,
'ﬁhhﬂl?&n_dﬁscr;be-as'all-time great. You must
have seen such excellent WOrks of fiim a. T

=>S5ion in the
the fiiny worlg
me . A wor) 3 |
A worid ot €asy moieif
'Ry say go, s ¢
-@'depict@ﬂ
ellghtful_f
L3

s L Word v
able tgo - a rd Publjc

S e
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calth which many of our successfui 7 e
”p@rstars are supposed to be amassing rather than
eir physical attraction or sexual bewitchment,
e jlgssy film magazines which Jive publicity
their lavish manner of living ana spending .
ave created a kind of a feudal Prince or a ?riﬁﬂﬁwﬁ
mage in the minds of the bOor people in our
ountry. The youth knows full well that most ﬁf ;
he so-called 'hits' are . flukes, Looking at the
meteoric rise and fall of some of the actors and
ctresses, the general feeliny in the minds of our
i}gung man and woman is that succe‘»‘gsu in this iarﬁd_
. hundred times more due to luck than merit,
ich also must be contributing to this idea of
amour. Good acting has, if at all;, very litti%
o do Wlth glamour, @ Helen Hayes is perhaps one
the' most sensitive actresses in the world, %h&t
nd of glamour was there about her. There is :
rdly any glamour attached Lo art@gsts in the other
elds of art . poets, DGV@llSt$,}SlNanﬁ, good
ars; playwrlghts._ Don't they Create joy in
' Don't they entertain? was therc Q gr@at&r
artalner than Charlie Chaplinz ' It is the

ality of entertainment and even th_.quallty'gf-
pulgrlty that mmtters. . |

stars and .

The challenge befﬁre the £1im makers, th 
e;anre of its potentlalltles as medium of

, f bringing about a change

he basic con¢ebtlon of entertainment itself;

hanae from the wor7d Qf glamour, msaudmuramaﬁm q
M as well, from the

- 1t in tve name of our rich
'ral herltage ete. €O the world of truth

and jovy. Making people aware of the rea. .
es of life by either eXposing the ¢Gntra§1ctz&n
fbehgvzour of our tail and mighty through
unour, or with tragedles which are not . .
5% sobstuff Let not humour be davazd of
wxsdom nor the expreqsvon of love with

LY want to be true to the

5 KVC worrying about fa me,  re<
ion, Osc@rs etc

Fame like hospita l*ty has-
egje habit of pursulng YCU when you do not



pnot:resist_quoting’a paggﬁg@

: @n £ 0O Charlie Chaplin, by MI’

hnen Presldent of the Socjet,
1ats in Paris. This ya

in was elevated to the rank of the

Legion of Homour by the French Government|

g about Chaplin's fame, My, Ferdinang says,

'In truth the real fame is never usurped;
yihas,a,sense, a value and dufatian'when it
ned to0 a good cause. ang your victory ig
e fact that y Ve human generosity ang
neity that are not inhabiteqd ru Lo
-rn@ssfbut'stem from-your own SUfferings, ycﬁrf
hopes and disappointm@nts:jall that is i
rstood by those who suffer beyond their
gth and ask for pity and who

~ Ultimately, I believe that it all depends
What JoU.xeally love: If you really love your
ple and really care for bringing a little sun-
ne in their clouded life, if you really feel
ied of making monkeys out of them by doing
ke Dusiness as most.of our politicians are
oday, you will shun the path of cashing on
s’ ignorance, their blind faith, their =
stic outlook, their mental and physical
starvation. Our innocent illiterate masses S
nto believing that whatever goes on the
ver screen is God's truth. They way many of

ticians are duping people into believing

5Ha£evéf*th6y areudoingwiS.only,in the
:tfcf_the-peOple,_including-the ceremonial
ng off of the beard or for the matter of .
utting the men of rare wisdom like Jayapra-
Narain behind the bars and later on placing
1l wood stick on his funeral pyre. I need
1 how our clever film-wallas have given
lease of life even to some unknown Goddesses
Ow some of our antisocials have made use of
glamour which these gods and goddesses have
and have erected temples in their names and
¢ made quick money out of it.
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. 'It-iS h@?e that the G@VrrﬁmﬁﬁL if'it.
1Y wantS to improve the State of ﬂffﬁi?é-iﬁ
modern Indian f£ilm production, ¢

can provide
real good creative artists with faciliti.a
l:eed most. I do not want to suggest th@

enlng up ©f the rules of the Board of Film
- The Indian Penal Code has not been able

vent crime. Tt is the basic mentality that -

change.- The false notion about cinema has

driven away from peoples minds only through

artistic efforts._ The only way to go away

pad coins 1s to make peOple aware of what

ins are, You must have realised that the

lms are based on. storles written by llterary

of qreat merit. liet s not . forget the shar

rad Babu in the New Theatre S success,

of the pictures made by .modern Directors

g from Satyajit Ray to ‘young B.V.Karanth

based on excellent short stories and novels

,“en‘by eminent writers. Not all of them can .

d to making a £ilm. But there are excellent.,-;

t stories written by good wrlters in almost ¢

7 Indian language which are film worthy., 1 .

ldfllst about a hundred of them from Marathi. =~
i A crop of writers has sprung in the

an languuges who have most arbistically

ught the hitherto unknown joys and sorrows of

ple living in our rural and tribal areas. . Why
courage young artists and directors to .

60 to 90 minutes productions based on

torles, on 16mm. films., In addition to .

ng such films: the Governments both at the

and State level should build hundreds

le structures and use them as Cinema

or the projection of these films., TV can

Ple use of these films. Let the people

ﬁstrength of this medium in entertainment

lightenment, Let some of our delightful

dles be picturised. You have a vast treasure

and wisdom there. Tt is real organic

a; and not synthetic as most of cur film

GlVe a shape and a form to these beautlfUl

al joys
_Whlch will make them aware of the re hugdr@d

es
"S'?r‘-’OWS that 1life offers to all of us in
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present them simply and intelle-
in the name of art and
~communicative. Let

farent wayS. T
o pleage don't,

1ﬁ1 N vague or norn 7 |
f--_-p@r;x.meggé @bfmvgy to them the emotion and the
ir pic 2 straight and a simple manner. I

a a word of Kannada but I enjoyed
s touched by the deep garrmw

T Kagnad's Kadu or Karanth's Chomana Thrhi. th:j |
= .'a?z when the story writer, the Director, the
- gn- g'm the Actors and Actresses play tg?gethe_r
?Bmgge‘l:’ike the various inst"rumentalistg in.a

4 hony orchestra that you get a good gl}:m made.
iﬁpit is here that the gquestion of training and
acquainting the future film m@kers with different
.aspects of film making comes 1in. : _

" ydents in
:nclden

féon't understan |
overy moment and wa

, We often say. that the times have c'hanged.
Times do not change of their owil accord, (It dso
the artist, the philosopher, the scientist, the -
painter, the Sculptor, the musician; the King in
the old days and the poli_tic--:f.-an in the modern time
who individually and collectively bring about this
change, in the lives of the people. It is the
;ﬁiﬁ;?ilbii;tyc}f a;n_.-art.lst to be quare of the
i /e 20 Jlve & pProber expression £0 khe
hﬁ,’ eileng a vigillant watch on such times and o
nimself in art. This o g e o
tomn apB L L vs tlmeti“g;?lra}gt?frlod never comes
1ot made. BUt thé mere birth mar
also gifted with th b ark
- 1 art, theigzéiy O cftrainingl G
ol b gt of ofdn ja o TEYST bemiec
CTEsE ' , - 1S a cons ioue
o S mag | ‘ clous
early success as a o “ster the craft also, An b

n Erg 'im e
/Courses from time tolg'suc:h
im

ln < COons
g methods'.. tant fe-examination 5f g



g Inst {tution has a special

2 cbange soaiety for the better, Tha govewn, |
ah + is spending a falr amount of money £or punning
- ment nstitute, though much more is neeaea Ga. T
its further development. The teachers here should
150 be provided with such freedom ang facilitieg

o 1
oA i should have a satisfaction of havinc ,
' tha{é Egi{r students out in the world with ﬁ'uli@ﬁ_t L
genfidenc‘e. TY¥ should make the best use of o
C ldents who get qualified from here. Given such
Stuor{:unities, I am sure, our young Mirectors, -
Op{éors: actresses, musicians, writers and techni-
.-a?.nswill positively change the falsely glittering
cia ‘of the present speculation market which gees
-?acihe- name of Film Industry and make our film
' ;?bductions' shine in their natural and legitimate

V glOIYl ol R e Bl e

L Friends, I know you must be jeaving this

. 1pstitute with mixed fe_elings._ All parting in

. 1ife is sad. I am sure, you will be carrying

| with you something which will prove worthwhile in
_your careers as future Film makers of India. I

would like to request you to have a deep feeling

of love, respect for your viewers and a genuine

desire to give them a feeling of enrichment

thrbugh_ypu_rfﬁart._ - Make a simple approach to them

through your productions. I am sure, Vou, will it <
never fail to win their hearts which is far more .

precious than winning anything else. You are about
to start on a new.and an exiciting journey, I wish

you boh. vovage. el g e e
| - It was very kind of your Director to have

i invited me to give you my best wishes, That is

‘all that I can give you. I know your Institute

has access to a wonderful Film Archive, But, I

~ hever knew that Mr. Nair has also maintained a _

~ list of persons who were once associated with £ilm .
~making and who like me have only a very little

archival value, if any., I must also thank your

Chairman, your President, the members of your staff

and you ladies and gentlemen for giving me a
patient hearing. | -

L, Deshpande



